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UNPO General Secretary Briefs Delegation for
Relations with Iran on Minority Rights

Brussels, 10 October 2012

UNPO General Secretary Marino Busdachin provided the members of the Delegation for Relations with Iran on
9 October 2012 with an overview of the human rights situation of minorities, in preparation of the Delegation’s
upcoming visit to the country.

Also present in the human rights briefing were representatives of Amnesty International, the Human Rights
Democracy Network, the Christian Solidarity Network, the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture
Victims, the International Federation for Human Rights and the Baha’i International Community. Their
contributions regarded the deteriorating human rights situation in Iran, focusing on the increase of arrests,
torture and death penalties.

The briefing was headed by the Chair of the Delegation, Ms. Tarja Cronberg and by the vice-Chairs Ms. Cornelia
Ernst and Mr. Potito Salatto. Other members of the delegation present were Mr. Weidenholzer, Ms. Van
Brempt and Mr. Zalewski, members of the European Parliament, as well as officials from the European External
Action Service.

Mr. Busdachin raised awareness of the marginalization, socio-economic deprivation and physical violence that
minorities in Iran are subjected to on a daily basis. He furthermore stated that the assimilation policy from
Tehran endangers the continuing existence of language and customs of ethnic and religious minority groups.
The arbitrary arrests, imprisonments and death sentences that persistently target these vulnerable groups only
add to the deprivation of their basic human rights. Mr. Busdachin presented the audience with some case
studies from UNPO members to underline this point.

The outcome of the different contributions regarding human rights in Iran, that touched upon issues such as
torture, capital punishment, LGBT rights and religious freedom, made clear that human rights in Iran are not
just being severely abused, but ignored altogether. The delegation members present showed their
commitment to raising the human rights issue during their visit to Iran and in other delegation activities, in an
attempt to keep the human rights dialogue with the country a priority.
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