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Background

Western Balochistan is an occupied area the size of Ecuador, in the South East of Iran. It is
part of a greater Balochistan, of which 20% lies in neighbouring Pakistan. It has a population
of around 5 million, of which the majority is Sunni Muslim. West-Balochistan became a part of
Iran after the region had been divided in spheres of influence by the British and Persian
empires. After the instalment of the Islamic Republic in 1979, the social, political and
economic rights of the Baloch people were endangered by the harsh rule of the government,
which favoured the dominant Persian group and claimed that a movement for a greater
Balochistan would endanger the territorial integrity of Iran.

Linguistic, Cultural and Religious discrimination

Teheran’s systematic assimilation policy threatens the continuation of the Baloch identity. It is
forbidden to use Balochi in formal and public places and as a medium of instruction, a policy
which is disadvantageous to Baloch schoolchildren. The only Iranian language taught at the
department of literature and language studies at the University of Balochistan is Persian. The
admission of non-Farsi speakers to education institutions drops from 42 percent in college to
10 percent in post-graduate education. Furthering this problem is the lack of educational
infrastructure in the region. The publication of Baloch books, magazines and newspapers is a
criminal offense. Moreover, the Baloch are not allowed to practice their religion, Sunni Islam;
all applications for the building of Sunni places of worship have been rejected and/or
ridiculed.

Economic discrimination

Despite an abundance of national resources, including gas and oil, 76% of the Baloch
population live in extreme poverty. Evidence suggests that the Iranian authorities encourage
land confiscation, forced migration of ethnic groups and the resettlement of Persians in the
ethnic regions. The Baloch people do not profit from the investments in the region. A selection
procedure called Gozinesh requires potential state employees to demonstrate ideological
allegiance to the Islamic Republic of Iran and to the Shiite religion, effectively limiting
employment opportunities and political participation of the Baloch.

Abuse through the penal system

The judicial system in Iran is inherently unfair. Suspects are not allowed to see a lawyer until
they have been formally charged and the preliminary investigation is over. There are
persistent reports of torture in prison, and confessions extracted under duress are said to be
commonly used in court. The death penalty is regularly given for political offences or ‘enmity
against God’. At the moment, eight Baloch political prisoners risk immediate execution, two of
whom were minors when they were arrested. Lawyers who speak out against these
violations are in danger of ending up in prison themselves.

Extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances

Teheran regularly sends military operations to Balochistan, leading to reports of extrajudicial
killings and enforced disappearances. Since 2009, the Iranian Revolutionary Guards have
been given governance authority in Balochistan. This has led to the militarisation of the area
and a worsening of the situation.



