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As representatives of our people in the Mekong Delta, we are particularly 
concerned with the current human rights situation in Kampuchea-Krom and 
Vietnam’s systematic and deliberate efforts to discourage the use of human rights 
instruments such as peaceful protests to highlight important issues.  

Since February 2007, more than a dozen spiritual leaders have been defrocked 
without ceremony or dignity for participating in a peaceful demonstration 
demanding religious freedom. Five Khmer Krom Buddhist monks were defrocked, 
tortured and are currently serving 2-4 years prison for organising the protest.  

Venerable Tim Sakhorn, Cambodian citizen of Khmer Krom descendent was arrested, 
defrocked and deported by Cambodia authorities to Vietnam on June 30, 2007. On 
November 8, 2007, Venerable Tim Sakhorn to one year imprisonment under Article 87 
of Vietnam’s panel code on the charges of “Undermining National Unity”. Today, 
Tim Sakhorn remains in house detention in An Giang with under heavy surveillance, a 
condition which was not previous mentioned during the court hearing.  

Khmer Krom farmers have also been violently targeted for conducting peaceful 
demonstrations demanding for the return of their ancestral lands. Land activists such 
as Mr. Chau Inn and his family has been shot at while Mrs. Ly Huong’s house was 
deliberately lit, crops confiscated by the State and her brother imprisoned for 
attempting to protect his life.  

Many Khmer Krom people, including women and the elderly continue to have 
limited access to basic health care facilities. For example, at the United Nations 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in 2004, we first brought up the issue of 
blinded farmers and urged Vietnam to investigate the likely cause of this blindness. 
To date, nothing has been done to provide medical aid to the affected families.  

The educational system in Vietnam is also failing for the Khmer Krom students. 
Instead of offering more Khmer classes so that their first language is preserved, more 
Vietnamese classes are being offered.  Teaching the real history of Kampuchea-
Krom remains prohibited and in some areas, funds and initiatives to teach the Khmer 
language is nonexistent.   



The above cases are just some of the example of recent human rights violated. We 
are concerned that Vietnam is not making concrete efforts towards the promotion 
and realisation of human rights in the Mekong Delta. There continues to be 
inadequate facilities and tools to educate local and national authorities on human 
rights. As a result basic fundamental freedoms and rights continue to be violated at 
the grassroots level and innocent victims such as Tim Sakhorn are tortured and 
imprisoned for exercising human rights instruments. 

We would like to ask for the assistance of EU Human Rights Commission to 

• Urge Vietnam to release Venerable Tim Sakhorn from all conditions and allow 
for his return to Cambodia where all his family and relatives reside. 
 

• Urge Vietnam to immediately release Venerable Kim Moeun, Venerable 
Danh Ton, Venerable Thach Thuong, Venerable Ly Hoang and Venerable Ly 
Suong who are currently imprisoned in Khleang (rename Soc Trang) province. 

 
• Urge Vietnam to allow our Buddhist monks to create an independent 

Theravada Buddhist organization to promote our rich history, religion and 
culture and not one that only promotes the one way policy propaganda of 
the VC government.  

 
• Ask that Vietnam start implement human rights programs and initiatives in 

both Khmer and Vietnamese to educate officials and civilians at the 
grassroots levels. 

 
• Call on Vietnam to have a human rights dialogue with KKF, with the assistant 

of EU to address the legitimate grievances of the Khmer-Krom people and 
work together for a long-term solution that respects and promotes the human 
right and dignity of every Khmer-Krom. 
 

• Help work with the Khmer Krom peoples and the Vietnam government to 
build on existing traditional forms of education which exists in our Khmer 
pagodas. For example Khmer Krom children from levels 1 to 5 should be 
encouraged to attend their traditional form of education via our Khmer 
temples. That a class installs two teachers, one that teaches Khmer and the 
other Vietnamese so that it is a fair system for all. 
 

During Human Rights Council meeting last March, Vietnam announced that it was 
ready for human rights dialogue. We would like to appeal for the help of the 
European Parliament Sub Committee on Human Rights to help set up an open 
dialogue between Vietnam and KKF.  By doing so, we can start the process of 
identifying and resolving the human rights issues so that the Khmer Krom people can 
begin to enjoy the basic fundamental freedoms and rights guaranteed under the 
Universal Declaration on Human Rights.  

 
Please refer to our detailed report for more information regarding recent violations.   

 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [148.000 210.000]
>> setpagedevice


