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Section A: Introduction to the Report

Organization

This alternative report submitted by the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO) on the
occasion of thet03¢ Session of the United Natione@mittee on Civil and Political Rightsh e nc ef or t h,
Committee”) d thirdiPerigdic Réporacfh he hé s ami ¢ Republic of [T
“t he wil ke toasidgred.

The Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization is aodatic, international membership
organization. Its Members are indigenous peoples, occupied nations, minorities and independent states or
territories who havgoinedto protect their human and cultural rights, preserve their environments and find
non-violent solutions toconflicts thataffect them.

Methodology

The framework of this report will comment upon the articles of the International Covenar@iwih and

Political Rightsequentiallyand the priorities as proposed in the List of Issues to bertakp in connection

with the consideration of the third periodic report of Iran (CCPR/C/IRNI3jis report will also aim to raise

other important issuesegarding civil and political righteat disproportionately affect regional ethnicities in

Iran whid were not addressed in the List of Issud@de final section raises questions that should be posed

and recommendations regarding concerns which are intended to inform the discussions taking place within
the International Convention oil€ivil and PoliticaRights( he nc e EGPRt by “t he Conven
between the Committee and thianiandelegation at theLl03® Session.

This alternative report will focus on the situation of tfeair ethnic groupdocated in the peripheries of Iran:

Ahwazi ArabsAzeris Kurds and Balod. Article 19 of the Iranian Constitutiostatesthat“ a | | peopl e
whatever the ethnic group or tribe to which they belong, enjoy equal rights; color, race, language, and the
like,donotbes ow any privilege."” Despite provisions macf
political marginalization and endure cultural, linguistic and religious discriminatdrle their plight

remains largely unknown at the international level. efiégfore, UNPCaimsto promote awareness and
accountability for these violations.

For the purposes of this report, the Ahwazi AraBgeris, Baloch and Kurds will be discussed as ethnic
groups Even though they are for the most padheerents to the Sunni branch of Islamvhich qualifies

them as religious minorities within Irathey tend to express their identity in ethnic terms rather than in
religious terms. It is important to note that these ethnic groups do not form a minorityhiair respective
regions within |Iran. Therefore, this report shal
and -Peo®i an groups’

Historical Context

AhwaziArabs

The Ahwazi Arabare indigenous to thé\FAhwaz province, atsknown as Arabistan or Khuzestan, located in
the southwestern part of Iran According tolranian historiansAhwazi Arabs have lived in Khuzestan since



the Parthian era, 4,000 years agd.he region had repeatedly been acknowledged as autonomous and
independent, such as by Iranian king Nassebial Shah in the I9century. During the Pahlavi dynasty, new
policies designed at denying the Arab identity of the region were introduced. Immediately after the Islamic
Revolution, episodes of systematic humaghts breaches led to the death of hundreds of Ahwazi Arabs.
Despite thér conscription and service to Iran during the kaaq war, discriminatory practices such as

‘ g o0 z icongnsientd represAhwazi Arabs.Gozineshan ideological testo measure allegiance Shia

Islam and the Islamic Republic of Irdisfavorsthe Ahwazi Arabs who generakdhere to Sunni Islam.

Iranian Kurdistan

Indigenous to the westrn areas of Iran, the Kugh peopleare traditionally nomadic. They have faced
policies specifically engineered to marginalize and make the Kurds a minority in their, retgidimgas far

back as thel5" century. During the Rdavi Dynasty, the Kursh people experienced further exploitation

and discrimination and revolted in 1979. Ayatollah Khomeini declared jihad on the Kurds, which was
followed by the denial of governmental representation and mass violdneerds Kurds becausethe
concept of an ethnic minorityas contrary tothe IslamicRevolution’s doctrine! The Kurds being mostly
Sunni Muslimgontinue to experience systematidiscrimindion in predominatelyShia Iran.

Southern Azerbaijan

The Medes tribe, believed to t hteo dasmythessterolrasbefieo t o d
the arrival of Persian tribes in the"6century BC. During the 11" and 12" centuries Turkish rule
subsequentlycontributed muchto the culture and identity of the region. Aftussi a’' s ri se an
the Southern Caucasirs the 18" century, the Azerbaijanpeople wereeffectively splitbetween the Russian
territory of Northern Azerbaijan, later the Republic of Azerbaijan, and Southern Azerbaijan ifstratihern
Azerbaijan hadriefly experienced independence, most rechnafter World War 2. Howevesfterl r a n
bloody battleswith the Soviet Union for control of the state, the Iranian government gathered Turkish
publications published during their independence ambliclyburned them All supporters ofhe formation

of the independent state were peesuted,forcingthe movement forAzei rights underground.

S

West Balochistan

Balochistanin the southeastregion of Iran bordering Pakistan and Afghanistarthe location of some of
the earliest human civilizationsfter Arab invasins during the # century AD, the ancientcivilization
known as Mehrgar established semdependent tribal confederacieshich were frequently threatened by
larger powers. The indigenousBaloch peoplewere increasinglymarginalized afterimperialist powers
separated the natiorinto spheres of influenceThe centralized Iranian state undéret Pahlavi dynastyave
the Persian language and 8ineligion prominenceleaving Baloch people struggling to defend their rights.
Since 1979the Baloch people are subjett to persecution, imprisonment, torture, executions and
assassinations under thieanian Islamiaepublic whichprohibitst h e B aighbto seltdetermination
through policies outlawing political organization and the dissemination of thecBadulture and identity.

The Hague, July 2011

' The 1979 radio address by Ayatollah Khomeini silated that ethnicities create problems that gribit the uniting of

Muslim countries and therefore exist to destroy Islam and the Islamic philosobg Menashri, D. (198%).K 2 YSA Y A Q&
Policy Toward Ethnic and Religious MinoritlasM. Esman & I. Rabinovich (Edsthnicity, Pluralism and the Seain

the Middle East



Section B: Compliance with ICCPR

Article 1.1 — Self Determination

Article 11 states thatd{a]ll peoples have the right of seletermination. By virtue of that right they freely
determine their politial status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural develogngent

Article 56 of the I ranian constitution states *“]|
and it is He who has made man master of his own social destingn&loan deprive man of this divine

right, nor subordinate it to the v Arsck8providesfordhee st
protection of “political and social freedontke wi't
entire people in determining their political, ec

Selfdetermination denotes the extent to which all people can fully participate in decisions regarding the
political, economic and cultural set of laws by whichittsodety operates. Yet, attemptsy regional
ethnicities to practice their own culturer religion orto createlocalinstitutions by which to govern
themselves are repeatedlyockedby measureshat the Iraniangovernmentjustifiesasnecessaryo
addresswhat it perceivesasseparatisn or to combatillegal trafficking Despite the fact that many
indigenous Ahwazirabs fought and died for Iran during the Iraaq war, they have beerepeatedy
referredto as terrorists and enemies to the Iranian stalige to their calls for selfletermination

Peaceful organizatiorend movementsledicated to protecting human righeand campaigingfor their right
to selfdeterminationare portrayedthrough state control medias ‘terrorists aiming to destabilize national
security and stability The Iranian goernment justifies its harsh responses Iiglsely labeling such
organi zations and moln dMayedliilse Alwaz Solslaity Aetwaitk repottes] ‘that
“conspiracy theoriesvere being concoctedl by Iran's English language media wing, Press’ THe state
media groupfalsely claimed that the United States was organiziigwaz Arab separatist groupsamely
peaceful human rights adivists, and conductindhomb-making and assassination lessdns

The Iranian governmerwlso refuseso recognize the Ahwaz Arabs, Southern Azerbaijanis, West Baloch and
Iranian Kurds as indigenougqples. Instead,lran refers to these peoples asinorities, though most of

them constitute majorities in their respective regions. Collectively-Rersian groups comprise nearly half

of the Iranian populatiod. Furthermore, the Iranian government is inconsistent with its terminology and
application of rights regarding regiahethnicities. One example of this inconsistencyrispiaragraph 176 of
lran’s Third Per i odiwhereRhe State teferd to thet righe of Wamernvte adliere don ,
“indigenous customs "Overall, the Iranian government generalizethnic ard religious minorities within

Iran without acknowledging their historical legacies.

% Ahwaz Solidarity Network2(0L1). Iran Concoct€onspiracy Theoigainst AhwazArabs Retrieved from
http://ahwazsolidarity.org/1/post/2011/05/iranconcoctsconspiracytheory-againstahwaziarabs.html

% Press TV, (2011, May 1P)Straining Iran separatists ifrag. Retrieved from
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/179600.html|

o T w

* Minority Rights Group International, (201{).G F 1S 2F GKS 62NI RQa YAyzxMhiASa | yR



Recommendation: Formally endorse and ratify the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples.

Recommendation: Formally recognize the Ahwazi Ar8bsthAzerbaijani, Baloch andurdsas indigenous
people and respect the distinct rights to sglfvernance afforded to them by thenited NationsDeclaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Article 1.2 — Economic Rights

Article 1.2 mandateshatd ol 8 £ f LIJS2 L)X Sa Yl & TFT2N 0KSAN)I 26y SyRa
resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international econorvperation, based

upon the principle of mutual benefit, and international law.néncase may a people be deprived of its own
means of subsistence”

Al-Ahwazis rich in oil andaccording to the governmentanks third inlrahs pr ovi nces. i n t
Despite this wealth generated in-Ahwaz, the Ahwazi Aralexperience one offte highesipovertyrates in

Iran. In this resourceich area, almost a third of the Ahwazi Arab population liveshiantytowns thatare

cut off from nonrArab settlements by separation walls. These areas lack basic infrastructure and services,
such as hspitals and schoofs.These areconsequencsof forced resettlement by the Iraniagovernment

as itappropriatesoil fields and agricultually rich lands indigenously inhabited by the-Ahwaz. Projects
compl eted within the regi erKaroursRiverhfor aysirelettniciyndften di v «
disregardecologicalconsequencessuch as the lack of clean drinking water, water salinity and pollution
whichdirectly affect the AhwdaAr a b s’ I°i vel i hoods

The Kurdistan province is plentiful with water resoes and projects designed to harness it. According to
lran’s Ministry of the Interior, t her e adeetricty5 dar
and drinking watef. Yet the Kurdish people arsystematicallyexcluded frommany benédits of such
development The disproportionatdy poor housing and living conditions of the Iranian Kurds are
consequence of forcedettlement (due to the faa they were traditionally nomadic) and expropriation of

rural land for largescale agricultural plantation and petrochemical plahts.

Iran's systemizeddiscriminationtowards non-Persian ethnicitieshus results in widesocioeconomi@aps
anduneven distributios of power, resources ansociocultural status’ This is evident whedespitelranian
Balochistansrichnesdn minerals, including gas, oil, gold amdrine resources, the ethnic Baloch people live
in dire poverty in one of the least developed regions in lsarce profits from resource extractiorare not

® A-Ahwaz News, (2007, April 28an's dividing wallRetrieved fronhttp://www.unpo.org/article/6621

® Ghadiri, H. (2003). Saization ofkarun River inlran by shallow groundwater and seawater encroachméwalvances
in HydreScience and Engineering, 1-9.

"Islamic Republic of IeMinistry of Interior Economic potentials of Kurdistan Province in the Fields of Water,
Agriculture and Natural ResourceRetrieved fromhttp://en.ostan-kd.ir/Default.aspx?Tabld=62#p3

8 Kothari, M. United Nations Commission on Human Rights, (2B@pprt of the special rapporteur on adequate
housing as component of the right to an adequate stad of livingg Mission to thdslamicRepublicof Iran
(E/CN.4/2006/41/Add.2)

¥ SusmankK.(2010)Income Inequalityand Poverty in IranHuman Right& Human Welfare



http://www.unpo.org/article/6621
http://en.ostan-kd.ir/Default.aspx?TabId=62#p3-7

reinvestedlocally. According to the UN Common Country Assessment for Iran, Balochistahenasrst
indicators among Iranian provinces for life expectancy, school enrollment, adult literacy, infant mortality and
access to drinking water and sanitatithMohammad Reza Sarawani, deputy of Social Affairs of Balochistan
province announced that 7gercent of the Baloch people live under the poverty line, as against the national
average figure of 11 percent.

RecommendationEngage indigenous communities affected by resource extraghider the principles of
free,prior andinformedconsent

Reconmendation: Ensure that profits from natural resources gleaned from regions with high concentrations
of indigenous communities areinvested in their respective communities.

Article 2.1, 3, 26 — Non-Discrimination and Equality for All Men and Women

Article 2.1 requires thatt ®S 8 I OK {othe greSent Cowediagt undertakes to respect and ensure to all
individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant,
without distinction of any kind, suctsaace, color, sex, language religion, political or other opinion, national
or social origin, property, birth or other status

(a) Gozinesh

Government practices, such as the useGaoizinesh thascreens job applicantsased orntheir adherence to

Shia Islanand the Iranian state, have resulted in high rates of unemployment for regional ethnicities. This is
demonstrated in the disproportional unemployment rates, such as within the Khuzestan province where the
Persian majority city of Dezfllas a7% unemploynent rate, while the rate in Arab majority citiesests
between 30and 50%> The use of Gozinesh is contrary to |Ir
freedom.

(b) Women
Womenin Iranfrom marginalized ethnic grougaceadditionalchallengs Inlran* s patri ar chal
communities where mefrequentydeci de every aspect of their femal e
women from belonging to regional ethnicitiesspecially in rural areaaredrastically low. For the same

9 United Nations Development Programme, (200 itedNationsCommonCountry Assessment for thBepublic of

Iran Retrieved fromhttp://www.u ndp.org.ir/DocCenter/reports/npd/CCA.pdf

! Balochistan Peoples Party2008, Januar{4). Appeal for International Help to Stop Executions in Baluchistan

Retrieved fromhttp://www.unpo.org/content/view/7462/

‘2 British Ahwazi Friendship Society, (200@ly. Human rights andhwaziArabs

B« The Speci al Rapporteur also received informaiti on conc
Baha' i, Kurdish and Ahwazi, who allegedly experience ml
education and employment, and who are subject to discriminatory laws. Government officials denied any such

di s cr i mbBeekaturk, YaUmited Nations Commission dftuman Rights2005).Report of the special rapporteur

on violence against womeits causes and consequencddissionto the Islamic Republic of Iran

(E/CN.4/2006/61/Add.3) Par&2



http://www.undp.org.ir/DocCenter/reports/npd/CCA.pdf
http://www.unpo.org/content/view/7462/

reasons, healthcare indices relatitgt women’ s heal th suggest very high
and childbirth}*

Kidnapping and traffickingf women and girls for temporary marriage or sexual slairebordertowns,

such aghose foundin the Baloch regiobordering Pakistan ahAfghanistandisproportionately affects
regional ethnicities Despite legislation criminalizing human trafficking, Iran remains the origin, mediation
groundin whichtraffickers arrange for the purchase and sale of women and gint$ a site of traffiking
numerous young women and girls for sexual exploitaiod demonstrates uncooperativeness by not
providing any information on antrafficking efforts® ¢

(c) Propaganda

In May 2006, atate-controllednewspaperpublished aderogatory cartoon depictingzeris as cockroaches

andencouragngl r ani an chil dren to use violence against
because they cannot s pardahus mutual understandihgraadrdisloglie wowddrog u a g
impossible Furthermoret he cartoon provided 10 ways fo¥ childr

Racist discoursis propagateddaily by the Iranian state media, through demeaning stereotypesl
demonstrates a lack of respect for the identity and culture of ethnic comtiestdf This also violates Article

2 of Iranian press laywhichs t at es t hat | ranian press must “endea\
divisive lines, or, pitting different groups of the community against each other by practices such as dividing
peopl e by race, | anguage, customs and |l ocal tradit

Recommendation: Cease and desist the use of screening that denieseatplaymentopportunities to
Iranian regional ethnicities and religious minorities.

Recommendation: Provide spe@ducation, employment and healfitogramstargetingwomen from
regional ethnic groups who suffer multiple forms of discrimination

Recommendation: Ratify the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially
Women and Children

Recommendation: Ensure accountability of ickérs and provide compensatiand service$o victims
Recommendation: Condenali instances of racial discrimination by state institutions and its counterparts.
Recommendation: Revise Article 19 of the Iranian Constitution, which does not exypbbithjt racialand

S[]KY)\C) IV?)\éC“)NJ\Y)\yI-GAZY 4 LINRPKAOAGSR oé LN} yQa NJ @
Racial Discrimination.

* Amnesty Inérnational,(2008)Iran: Human Rights Abuses Against the Kurdish Minquity7

> Shahrokhi, S. (2008)hen tragedy hits: a concise sociaitural analysis of sex trafficking of youingnian women In
Anti-Trafficking, Human Rights & Social Juste 2131). UC Berkeley.

*c1A world Factbook2011) Transnational Issues: IraRetrieved fromhttps://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the
world-factbook/geos/ir.html

" Voice of Azerbaijan from Vancouvé2P10) Interview: Fakhteh Zamani, Association for Defense of Azerbaijani
Political Prisoners in IrarRetrived fromhttp://radioazerbaijan.ca/?p=200

'8 Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, (20C&psideratiorf repors submitted by state parties
under article 9 of the Conventig@ERD/CO/20)para.10



https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ir.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ir.html
http://radioazerbaijan.ca/?p=200
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undesirablaliscrimination and the provision of equitable opportunities for all, both in the material and the
AyGaSttSOGdza t alLIKSNBa Fa Fy20KSNJ Rdzie 2F GKS 3I23SNS

Article 6.1 — Right to Life

Article 6.1 explicitly states thaty dv&y human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be
protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his [or her] life

A 2006 United Nations mission to lIran determined tldgstribution of poor infrastructure was
disproportiondely affecing communities with large concentrations of ndtersian ethnicitiesand
constituted discrimination. These areas have been found to be in violation of urban planning regulations,
while a lack of potable water and poor sanitation leads to hazardous living conditittvag endanger the

r esi de n t?sThe rdpertaited that while conditions were overall satisfactory in regions with a large
Persian populations peci fi ¢ areas, such as Ghal’'e Channan,
experiencedl ac k' cofmplb@edsiec services impacting negat
addition to contributing to severe security problems. Most poor neighborhoods were unpaved;aipen
sewage was sometimes observed and uncollected garbage blocked swbstajcting traffic and access

from the outside in case of emergencie$ Si mil ar c¢ o nidihé lianoproginceywhichasr e p o r
a large Kurdish populatiofi.

Recommendation: Fully impleme@bnstitutional provisiam prohibitingdiscriminationin providingadequate
housingand equal access of development resoufoesill citizens

Article 6, 7, 9, 10, 14 — Arbitrary Arrest, Torture, Lack of Judicial Procedure, Inhumane Treatment of
Persons Deprived of Liberty and Execution

Moharebeh is interpreted to mean *“ c¢"oAcoordipgttoi Adicleson E
186 and 90-91 of Iranian Penal Code, taking up arms against the state or belonging to an organization of
the same purpose is considered moharebeh, and is punishable by d&athmoharebeh chargis broadly
interpreted by the Iranian governmertb apply to peaceful protestors, politicalissidents and critics of the

Iranian government, in clear violation of the Convention.Having moharebeh also apply to

antirevolutionary behavior, “mor al corruption,”
demonstrates the vagueness époliticization of criminal chargesd their related institutions®*

Regional ethnicities who conduct peaceful campaigns, su@oathern Azerbaijanis who seek to promote
their cultural identity and linguistic rightare often charged with vaguely wbre d of f enses such

¥ Kothari, M. United Nations Commission on Human Rights, (2B@pprt of the special rapporteur on adequate
housing as component of the right to an adequate stard of livingg Mission to theslamicRepublicof Iran
(E/CN.4/2006/41/Add.2)

“ibid

* United States DepartmenBureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Laf@610)2010 Country Reports on Human
Rights Practices Iran. Washington, DCp. 18



against st at eccauststaimoharepeff. " TheWChmmittbe has repeatedly stressed that states

t hat retain the death penalty must Crimpadity of apostasy, t s
whether agaist religion or a state, is a violation of ti@venant It has been concluded and affirmed by the
Committee that apostasgnd crimes that do not result in the loss of life are not serious crimes warranting
the death penalty. The Iranian government confirs that death penalty and amputation sentences are still
applicable to norviolent crimes?

Multiple human rights organizations cite th@isproportionate number of noiPersian ethnicities being
executed. Amnesty International reports that in 2018t least 17 Iranian Kurds were on death row after

being convicted as moharebeh.notable case in 2007 found Adnan Hassanpour guilty of moharebeh due to
falsecharges of espionage and active armed resistance against the state after it washfeurad a phone
conversation with a staff member &foice of Americ&® In the same year, 11 Baloch were executed after

being charged as moharebeh for an alleged connection to a violent organization despite a local judicial
official insistingopntheme n’ s i A rinoAnigust 2087, almost a third of the executions that had taken

place in Iran that year, 50 out of 166, were of Baloch citizens, even though they compnise4% of the
population?® Ahwab Arabs are approximately 13 times more likelpe executed than the global average,

and 30% more likely than Persiatisin June 2006, 2 Ahwazi Arabs were sentenced to déesipite the fact

that they were serving prison sentencesice 200t the time of their supposed crimé8. The lawyer for

one of the men, who was not allowed to prepare a
this speed and rush has only one explanation.. thi
current [opposition] movement through the spreadf f ear and® i nti mi dation.”

When trials are conducted, defendants are not granted the right to confront their accusers dheee
eviderce against them. These courts also allow judges to issue verdicts in the absence of conclusive
evidence basgthaaen”“ekrmdi vi n eSedrat ar sumeatygrals d@ivé mirtutese j u d
which arespecifically designed to extract false confessions are conithon

Roya Toloui, &urdishactivist, was sentenced to two years imprisonment2007 in absentiafor her
participation in peaceful demonstrations protesting extrajudicial killin§hehad beenarrested in 2005 on

?Association for Defense of Azerbaijani Political Pri sc
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/MDE13/038/2011/en

3 Committee on Civil and Political Right&009).Third Periodic Report of the Islamic Republic of Iran on the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rig86PR/C/IRN)3para. 200

 Amnesty International(2008).Adnan Hassanpour, Manour Tayfouri and a new name: Adbolwahed &utim
Retrieved fromhttp://www.amnestyinternational.be/doc/actionsen-cours/lesactionsurgentegl esactionsurgentes
en-anglais/article/iranadnanhassanpowmansour

2 Amnesty International(2011) Death Sentences and Executions 2@10d1

2 Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organizat{@f10)Submission to the UN Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights Universal Periodic RevieSession of the UPR Working Group

%’ British Ahwazi Friendship Societ2007) Human Rights and the Ahwazi Araps26

8 The Khuzestan Revolutionary CochargedNazem Bureihi and Abdolreza Nawaserimohareb for having been
involved in bomb attacks that took place while already impresh See Human Rights Watcki2006) Iran: Halt
Execution of Ethnic Arabs After Sedmeal Retrieved fromhttp://www.hrw.org/en/news/2006/11/10/iran-halt-
executionethnic-arabsafter-secrettrial

# Andrew Roche(2010) Iran hangs two in wake of election unrefeuters Retrieved from:
http://www.reuters.com/article/2010/01/28/usiran-idUSTRE60Q5MV20100128

¥ United States DepartmenBureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Laf@610)2010 Country Reports on Human
Rights Practices Iran. Washington, D@. 18



http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/MDE13/038/2011/en
http://www.amnestyinternational.be/doc/actions-en-cours/les-actions-urgentes/Les-actions-urgentes-en-anglais/article/iran-adnan-hassanpour-mansour
http://www.amnestyinternational.be/doc/actions-en-cours/les-actions-urgentes/Les-actions-urgentes-en-anglais/article/iran-adnan-hassanpour-mansour
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2006/11/10/iran-halt-execution-ethnic-arabs-after-secret-trial
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2006/11/10/iran-halt-execution-ethnic-arabs-after-secret-trial
http://www.reuters.com/article/2010/01/28/us-iran-idUSTRE60Q5MV20100128

charges of endangering national security. Toloui was held in prison for 66 days and was release&bea bail.
described her experience tosearchers from Amnesty International:

“During the night of 6 August [2005], [an of fi
subjected me to suchehaviors hat cannot be expressed.. They we
that | will spe& only in the presence of my lawyer and they laughed at me. | wrote that this is

against human rights and that | had the right to see my lawyer. They lost their patience and they
ordered that my children should be brought in and they threatened me andisaidhey will burn

my children alive in front of my eyes.”’

Prisons and detention centers in Iran are frequently unsanitary, lack basic provisions and deny prisoners
food and medical care asway to extract confession€?rison authorities have repealty denied medical
access to prisoners with severe health issues, even when recommended by prison &octors.

Recommendation: Properly implemeiaticle 37 of the Iranian Constitutiowhich states thagll people are
to be presumed innocent of a crime ahdrrested, must be formally charged aadcording to Article 32,
musthave ther case brought to the attention of competent court within 24 hours.

Recommendation: Conform categories of crimes punishable by the death penalty to the standards of the
Commitee regarding.

Recommendation: Decriminalize apostasy of religion and towards the Iranian state.

Article 18, 19, 25 - Freedom of Religion, Belief and Discrimination Therein

Article 23 of the Iranian constitution explicitly underlines freedom of retigio “ The i nvest.
i ndi vi dual s’ beliefs is forbidden, and no one may
b e | iDedpite'the clarification this does not guarantee the freedom to propagate or the public practice of

a belief,whileAr t i cl es 12 through 14 specify that foll ow
their religious rites and in regard to affairs of personal status may act in accordance with their religious
teach® ngs.”

The gozineshideological test regiring individualsto demonstrate allegiance to Shia Islam and the Islamic
Republic ofiran specificallyincludes the Shia concept of Vilayat Faghih (governance of a religious jurist).
Article 12 of the constitutiord as atnas tthlreatT wetl ve d
Thought and [that] this principle shall remain et
Shia school of Islam alienates not only the Baha’
documented but also the Baloch, and many Kurdish and Ahwazi Arab peoples who practice Sunni Islam. This
explicit discrimination on religious grounds not only contravenes international human rights standards but
since ethnicity is so often intertwined with relg i o n , it contradicts the afor
constitution that states ethnicity is not a marker of privilege.

31Amnesty International(2008).Iran: Human Rights Abuses Agst the Kurdish Minorityp. 26-27.

%2 Reporters Without Border§201Q July 161 S f 6K 2F t NA a2y SNA 2F /2yaOAasSyos |
Retrieved fromhttp://en.rsf.org/iran-health-of-prisonersof-consciencel 6-07-2010,37962.html

% Committee on Civil and Political Right&009).Third Periodic Report of the Islamic Republic of Iran on the

International Covenant on Civil and Political RigB$SPR/C/IRN)3para. 454457



http://en.rsf.org/iran-health-of-prisoners-of-conscience-16-07-2010,37962.html

Gozinesh is applicabte o , “the totality of ministries, state
companies foroil and gas and petrochemicals; the Organization for the Propagation and Rebuilding of

Il ndustry; the Red Crescent Society; municipalitie
for which all or a portion of their budget is secured byopui ¢ [ s t*aThis religibus disdrisnindtion is

a source of the economic marginalization of these regional ethnicities.

Furthermore, diring the 2009 presidential elections, regional ethnicities were not accorded the opportunity
for equal represerdtion because the Iranian government arbitrarily removed or blockeddidates
preferred by ethnicities from respective regiondArticle 115 of the Iranian constitution prohibits n&hias
from holding the office of the Presidency of the Republic, wha@miexplicit case of religious discrimination.

RecommendationDiscontinue the use dfozinesiand other methods of discriminating against citizens
engaging in their right to their reious freedom

Recommendation: Implement Iranian Conston Article 14 which stateéthe governmentof the Islamic
Republic of Iran and all Muslims are disiyund to treat noAMuslims[and Muslims practicing other tenants
of Islam]in conformity with ethical nans and principles of Islamic justice and eguénd to respect their
human rightse

Article 27 — Minority Rights

Article 27 states that'[ijn those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist, persons
belonging to suchminorities shall not be ehied the right, in community with the other members of their
group, to enjoy their culture, to profess and giree their own religion, or to use their own langudge.

Regional ethnicities uphold the principle of education in the mother tongue as central to intellectual,
emotional, spiritual and educathal development of students.As the AhwazArabs, Azeris, Baloch and

Kurds native language is not Persian, they ultimately face poor foundations ineducation and social mobility.

After the Persian languagwasimposedupon all ethnic groups in 1925, people peacefully advocating for
their right to use their native languad®ve been persecuted. This is in dict conflict with Article 51 of the

Il ranian constitution under which “the use of regi
we l | as for teaching of their |iterature in schoo

In 2009,5 ethnic Azels weresentencel to 5 years imprisonmentor advocating Azedanguage schools in
Iran, and 5 Azeri students were sentenced to one year prison terms for running a blog supporting Azeri
language right§® Curently, there are no opportunities to study the Azeri-Turkish language in Iranian

* International Labor Organizatio(2003)! Yy Sadé& LYy GSNY I A2y {f Dsessibndif@S Ny & NBf &
International Labor Conference, 3 to 9 June 2p0B4.

®Article 51 of the Ilranian constitution states that, “t
people, is Persian. Official documents, correspondence, and texts, as well-asa&gt must be in this language and

script. Hbwever, the use of regional and tribal languages in the press and mass media, as well as for teaching of their

|l iterature in schools, is allowed in addition to Persi:
% Voice of America2010, February 18pzerilranians Under PressurRetrieved from:
http://www.voanews.com/uspolicy/20092-13-voa5.cfm



http://www.voanews.com/uspolicy/2009-02-13-voa5.cfm
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schools.*” The Iranian government does report thisiere are pulications in ethnic languages, includihg

in Arabic,3 Azeri andl in Kurdish®® Members of the Azeri community however, report thttese
publications have been shut down by the Iranian government, despite the fact that they adhered to
guidelines mandiéng that most of the texbe in Persian and used Persian scfipt.

Recommendationimplement Article 51 of the Iranian constitutioprotecting the use of en-Persian
languages in media and schools.

¥ Djavadi A.(2010, July)ran® Ethnic Azesi And the Language QuestidRFRL. Retrieved from:
http://www.rferl.org/content/Irans_Ethnic_Azeris And_The Language Question/2103609.html

% Committee on Civil and Political Right&2009).Third Periodic Report of the Islamic Republic of Iran on the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rige$sPR/C/IRN)3para 726

% pssociation for theDefenseof AzerbaijanPolitical Prisoners in Iran (2008zeris in Iran: A Human Rights Appraach
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Section D: Summary of Questions and Recommendations

Article 1.1 — Self-Determination

Recommendation: Formally endorse and ratify the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples.

Recommendation: Formally recognize the Ahwazi Ar8bsthAzerbaijani, Baloch andurdsas indigenous
people and respect the distinct rights to sglfvernance afforded to them by thenited NationsDeclaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Article 1.2 — Economic Rights

RecommendationEngage indigenous communities affected by resource extraatider the principles of
free,prior andinformedconsent

Reconmendation: Ensure that profits from natural resources gleaned from regions with high concentrations
of indigenous communities areinvested in their respective communities.

Article 2.1, 3, 26 — Non-Discrimination and Equality for All Men and Women

Recommendation: Cease and desist the use of screening that denieseatplaimentopportunities to
Iranian regional ethnicities and religious minorities.

Recommendation: Provide spe@ducation, employment and healfitogramstargetingwomen from
regional ethnic groups who suffer multiple forms of discrimination

Recommendation: Ratify the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially
Women and Children

Recommendation: Ensure accountability of ikérs and provide compensatiand service$o victims
Recommendation: Condenali instances of racial discrimination by state institutions and its counterparts.

Recommendation: Revise Article 19 of the Iranian Constitution, which does not exypbbityt racialand
SGKYAO RAAONAYAYIF(GA2Y a4 LINPKAOAGSR o0& LNIyQa NI G
Racial Discrimination.

wSO2YYSYRIGAZ2YY 9y F2NOS tIFNFINILK ¢ 2F ! NHAOES o
undesirablaliscrimination and the provision of equitable opportunities for all, both in the material and the
AyiuSttSoOddaft aLKSNBa a Fy20KSN) Rdziég 2F (GKS 32 SN

Article 6.1 — Right to Life

Recommendation: Fully impleme@bnstitutional provisiam prohibiting discriminatioi providingadequate
housingand equal access of development resoufoesil citizens
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Article 6, 7, 9, 10, 14 — Arbitrary Arrest, Torture, Lack of Judicial Procedure, Inhumane Treatment of
Persons Deprived of Liberty and Execution

Recommendation: Properly implemeiticle 37 of the Iranian Constitutiowhich states thagll people are
to be presumed innocent of a crime ahdrrested, must be formally charged aadcording to Article 32,
musthave thear case brought to the attention of competent court within 24 hours.

Recommendation: Conform categories of crimes punishable by the death penalty to the standards of the
Commitee regarding.

Recommendation: Decriminalize apostasy of religion and towards the Iranian state.

Article 18, 19, 25 - Freedom of Religion, Belief and Discrimination Therein

RecommendationDiscontinue the use dfozinesi®and other methods of discriminating against citizens
engaging in their right to their rejious freedom

Recommendation: Implement Iranian Congton Article 14 which stateéthe governmentof the Islamic
Republic of Iran and all Muslims are disiyund to treat noAMuslims[and Muslims practicing other tenants
of Islam]in conformity with ethical nans and principles of Islamic justice and eguénd to respect their
human rightse

Article 27 — Minority Rights

Recommendationimplement Article 51 of the Iranian constitutioprotecting the use of on-Persian
languages in media and schools.
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